ABSTRACT The dissolution of cholesterol gall stones is documented in two adults with cystic fibrosis.
Improved care of patients with cystic fibrosis has meant that most survive into adult life. Consequently extrathoracic complications are assuming greater importance, especially those of the hepatobiliary system. These include progressive biliary cirrhosis (25%) leading to portal hypertension and oesophageal varices (2-5%). Gall bladder abnormalities include microgallbladder (18%), a gall bladder that fails to opacify on oral cholecystography (15%), recurrent attacks of biliary colic or cholecystitis (5-10%), and cholesterol gall stones (12%). 1 2 Poor respiratory function in cystic fibrosis patients puts them at considerable risk from a general anaesthetic,3 4 and postoperative pain results in poor compliance with physiotherapy.
We report the first documented cases of dissolution of cholesterol gall stones in two adults with cystic fibrosis and recurrent attacks of biliary colic who were considered unfit for general anaesthesia. 2) . Ursodeoxycholic acid has been continued at the same dose without side effects. She has subsequently changed from Pancrex to 12 capsules of Creon per day. CASE 2 Cystic fibrosis was diagnosis in this patient at the age of 9 months. He remained relatively well until the age of 22 years, when he developed a respiratory infection due to Pseudomonas aeruginosa, which was treated with intravenous antibiotics. He was taking 20 Pancrex tablets before meals at that time to control steatorrhoea. Subsequently he reported episodes of severe right upper quadrant abdominal pain radiating to his back. An abdominal Ultrasound examination showed multiple gall stones. Oral cholecystography showed that the stones were radiolucent and that the gall bladder functioned normally. As his FEV, was only 0 61 (15% predicted) and VC 18 1 (38% predicted) ursodeoxycholic acid 150 mg thrice daily was started. His weight was 52 3 kg and his height 170 m. The attacks of pain diminished in duration and frequency over the next few months and one 
